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sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the dvctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”—St. JoHN vii: 16, 17. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


THE following discourse was delivered by President George Q. Cannon at 
the General Conference of the Church, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
Sunday, October 6, 1895: 

In looking over this vast congregation and seeing this collection of 
intelligent human beings, one is filled with a sense of unworthiness and a 
want of capability to say anything that will be of interest to so many 
souls, unless, indeed, God is with him. It seems to me that when a man 
stands before a congregation like this he must feel an almost overpowering 
sense of his nothingness; and it is with this feeling that I arise this after- 
noon. I pray you and I pray God that I may be able to say the things 
that ought to be said and that are adapted to the circumstances and con- 
ditions of the people. Many of you have come hundreds of miles to attend 
this conference. It is not a light thing for men to stand up to attempt 
to satisfy the expectations and the desires of people who have shown such 
earnestness and such zeal as to travel so far as many have done to be 
present here to-day. 

God has been with His servants in speaking to you to-day. I was par- 
ticularly impressed in listening to President Woodruff, able to speak as he 
did for some fifty-two minutes, at his advanced time of life; and I felt 
that God certainly had shown to us His ability to sustain His servants, 
His willingness to do so, and His power to give His people the bread of 
life through those whom He chooses. The practical character of the 
remarks also of President Smith, I thought exceedingly well timed, because 
we need instruction in our practical, everyday duties, as much in their 
place as we do to have spiritual instruction. He touched upon points that 
I think of great importance to us—points that should be dwelt upon in 
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our conferences, and that should be remembered and carried away with 
us to our homes, because after all it is the practical living of our religion 
that witnesses to the Lord and to the heavens and the earth and its in- 
habitants that we are indeed that which we profess to be, and it is these 
practical lessons that we receive, and that we in turn give to others, that 
make an impression upon the human family. 

I have through my life endeavored to look forward to the fulfilinent of 
the promises of God concerning us in the influence that we as a people 
would have upon mankind; but notwithstanding this has been a subject 
very familiar to me in my thoughts, 1 have been, I might say, almost sur- 
prised of late at the manner in which the promises of God are being ful- 
filled concerning us. It is coming about in ways so real and so clearly in 
fulfilment of that which has been told to us that though familiar with the 
prophecies concerning it, I have felt greatly surprised at times. It is 
plain to me—plainer to me than ever before in my life—that God is using 
this people to accomplish a great work in the earth, and He is giving His 
people an influence among men and in this nation that is having its 
effect, and that will bring forth great fruits in the not distant future. I 
can see as never before how important it is that we as a people shall carry 
out, faithfully, humbly, and obediently, the counsels and instructions that 
we receive from the servants of God. Weare like a city set upon a bill, 
and the eyes of the nation and the peoples of the earth are directed toward 
us, and that which we say and do is having great weight—more weight 
than we have supposed. | 

Therefore, in coming together as we do at these general conferences, it 
is of the utmost importance that the teachings we receive should be from 
the Lord and be adapted to the circumstances and conditions which sur- 
round us and that which we have to do. We have received very much 
valuable instruction since we have been together, and if we can only 
retain the spirit of it in our hearts and carry it away with us, and not 
forget it, it will be of invaluable benefit to us. God has chosen us out 
from the nations to accomplish a great work, and He is adding to the 
influence of the Latter-day Saints. It is remarkable how we are com- 
mended; how the policy that has governed in the founding of Utah and 
the building up of the settlements of Utah, the caring for the poor, etc., is 
being received now with great favor, and how universal is the commenda- 
tion of the policy that has been pursued in this Territory. There was a 
time when one of the chief charges against us was that the Priesthood, as 
it was termed, had too much influence with the people, and that this 
influence was wielded in a manner that was distasteful to public senti- 
ment. Now an extraordinary change has taken place in this respect. The 
manner in which this city was founded, the manner in which our settle- 
ments have been arranged, the manner in which our land has been 
divided, the manner 1n which we have apportioned the streams of, water 
for the irrigation of the land, the manner in which the poor have been 
cared for, the manner in which they are now instructed and have been 
instructed—all this receives unstinted commendation and praise from 
many persons, and they say that Utah sets an example. Population is 
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increasing; homes for the millions that are congested in the great cities 
are needed; men see that the cities are overcrowded and that vice and 
crime and everything of a horrible nature is increasing in the midst of 
these congested populations, and they turn around and ask, what is the 
remedy? What shall we do with the people? The public lands are all 
being absorbed in those regions. You have read no doubt of the opening 
of Oklahoma and the manner in which thousands and thousands of people 
crowded in there; how they camped on the road while waiting for the 
signal to go in and take possession of the lands that were ready for occu- 
pancy. This gives an idea of the disposition there is to obtain land; and 
reflecting men look around and ask, what shall we do with this increasing 
population? Where shall we find room for them? Now, there is a vast 
area of Jand that has heretofore been considered worthless. It has been 
looked upon as unfit for human habitation. It is what is called the arid 
regions, of which Utah may be said to be the centre. It was thought that 
this was good enough for Mormons, and some who have found fault with 
us religiously, and who have said that we were misled, have described our 
land as a cursed land, a land of salt, a land of dryness, a land of barren- 
ness, a land that should be shunned by men instead of sought for as a 
home. They would use this as an argument to show that the authority 
of the Priesthood was not here or we would not have been led to such a 
place. This until quite recently has been the very general opinion; but 
we have had visitors come here by the thousands, and they have discovered. 
that Utah is an exceedingly fertile region, and they have seen the results 
of the labor and the application of the Latter-day Saints, and their admir- 
ation has been excited by the sight. Hence a change has gradually taken 
place in public opinion upon these points. And now the time has come 
when there must be something done to relieve the crowded population of 
the large cities; attention is turned to what is called the arid regions, and 
steps are being taken to provide ways and means for the settling of these 
regions, and thinking men Jook around to see the best plan that can be 
adopted for the settling of the people upon these lands. This brings 
before them the condition of Utah Territory. They see what has been 
done here by the Mormon people, to begin with, and by others who have 
come in, and they say, “This is the example. Here is a practical illustra- 
tion of the manner in which people who have very little means can make 
their living from the soil in the arid regions.” Everything that President 
Young did in the beginning, and everything that has been done since, is 
now looked upon with the greatest favor. I have listened to most eloquent 
addresses, giving to President Young the greatest praise for that which 
he accomplished in Utah Territory. 

My brethren and sisters, this is the condition to-day. The world are 
turning their attention to us. They are looking to see what we are doing, 
and they give us credit for being a far richer people than we are. A most 
extraordinary thing happened—that is, I thought it extraordinary—at this 
late Irrigation Congress. A committee on resolutions was appointed, and 
all the resolutions introduced in the Congress were referred to this com- 
mittee. They embodied such of these resolutions as they approved of in 
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an address, and when the address was brought in and reported, I thought 
it was the most important part of the proceedings, because upon the char- 
acter of this address would be likely to depend the legislation of the 
United States Congress, and I prepared myself by going on to the floor 
(having before that a seat on the platform) to discuss this address. In the 
address there was a comparison between the landless people of Massa- 
chusetts and the ninety per cent. of the people of Utah who owned their 
own homes, which was unfavorable to Massachusetts and exceedingly 
favorable to Utah. I had aconversation with a delegate from New Mexico 
and suggested to him that that did not please us, and he caJled attention 
toit. I afterwards got the floor myself, and I addressed the Congress on 
the subject; and do you know that it was with difficulty that we could 
get that changed, they were so determined tv give Utah the praise which 
they said Utah deserved and to give Massachusetts the discredit which 
they said Massachusetts deserved. ‘They said it was only telling the truth, 
and why not let it stand? And it was only by using influence of this kind 
saying to them that we from Utah preferred to have that stricken out, 
because we did not want to excite any feeling in Massachusetts against 
Utah, that we succeeded in getting the line stricken out about Massa- 
chusetts. To me this was a wonderful thing. I said to myself, who would 
have thought a few years ago that it would be necessary for delegates from 
Utah to plead against getting too good a character as contrasted with 
other portions of the Union, especially with the State of Massachusetts? 

I mention this to show you how public opinion has changed. At that 
Congress whenever allusion was made to Utah it was in the most respect- 
ful manner. I call attention to this because we are being forced into 
public notice. The eyes of the world are being drawn to us, and in the 
providence of our God this will continue to be the case wore and more. 
There is not an irrigation association that would not like to have men from 
Utah come and visit it and tell the people how to settle the land, how to 
irrigate the land, how to live on a small piece of land and keep out of debt, 
and how to live in union and harmony, and how to build farm settlements 
close together, where the people can meet together for religious, social, and 
educational purposes, and not be scattered over a Jarge surface of ground, 
distant from each other. These measures that God has inspired His 
servants to take in this country, and which we know the Lord irspired 
President Young to take as the leader of the people, and which some prob- 
ably have thought were just the contrivance of men, are to-day approved 
of men. The world, of course, think it is man’s wisdom and shrewdness 
that has accomplished this; but we know that President Young was in- 
spired of God. After the lapse of time the vindication of these measures 
and the counsel given by the servants of the Lord is coming. We have 
had to wait some time for it, but it is coming at Jast-—a vindication that is 
most gratifying to all of us who have lived to behold it and to hear it 
ex pressed. 

So it will be, I tell you, in everything connected with this people. 
Men are looking at our method of preaching the Gospel, and thinking 
about it. By looking at the reports I see that we have to-day between 
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800 and 900 missionaries in the world. Think of it! A small com- 
munity like the Latter-day Saints having between 800 and 900 young 
men traveling among the various nations of the earth and through the 
United States, learning things and becoming familiar with the ways 
of the world, gaining an experience that no other people upon the face of 
the earth are gaining. Think of the effect of this number coming home 
every two years and going among the people; and then again, 800 more 
going, or perhaps 1000 going to fill their places, and they coming back in 
their turn after traveling two years and gaining experience. You reflect 
and consider in your own winds the effect that this must have on our 
people. Why, there is no people on the earth that are having such a 
schooling in this respect. These young men go out, and they go out with- 
out purse and scrip, and they trust in the Lord, and they have faith devel- 
oped such as cannot be developed in any other way. They become familiar 
with human nature. They are brought in contact with nearly all kinds of 
people, and they gain an experience that 1s better than any experience 
that can be gained in any other manner. Why, in olden times, it was 
common in Great Britain for men of wealth to send their sons to take 
what was called the grand tour. They would travel through Europe in 
company with tutors, and it was considered essential to the education of 
what they called a gentleman that he should make the grand tour. Now, 
every one of our young men.take the grand tour; but they take it in a way 
to learn far more than they would if they had money or if they were under 
the guardianship of somebody, as they are brought in contact themselves 
with the people, and they come back developed and with an experience 
that is beyond price. Think of the effect that this will have on the com- 
munity! There is scarcely a ward in our whole Territory, and it may be 
said outside of our Territory, that does not send some missionaries yearly. 
They go and they come back, and the effect that they have upon the 
people, upon public opinion, in influencing and in helping matters, is 
wonderfully great. Insensibly perhaps to the people with whom they 
associate, they have an influence. They are broadened in their minds, 
they are enlarged in their capacities, they have increased in their experi- 
ence, and they become men of understanding, because their faculties have 
been aroused and developed. 

When men are told of this they are surprised at it. Why, they say, the 
effect will be wonderful on your community. And itisso. Let me say to 
you that God having established this work and having conducted it by 
revelation thus far, it will, in spite of everything, obtain influence in the 
earth, and people will be drawn to it in admiration of it. They may fight 
it for awhile, and try to crush it and to crush the: people; but the princi- 
ples of truth which we have espoused, and that which God has taught us 
and is teaching us, they are bound to rise and to have influence, and they 
are bound to have their effect upon consistent people. You can see it now 
if you chonse, but you will see it still more, that the influence of this people 
will spread, and we will be preaching the Gospel of salvation without bap- 
tizing the people. They will look upon us and they will imitate us and 
follow our example; and the world will be better because we are in it, and 
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this nation will be benefited by our example. Where I go [ tell them 
that we have a great mission to perform as a people, and we expect to fill 
it. I cite this instance: when they talk about the corrupt use of money, 
and the bad effects of money, I say Utah Territory has been organized 
now forty-five years; and we have had a legislature for forty-five years, 
and I have never yet heard a breath of suspicion concerning bribery 
in Utah. I have never yet known a legislator in Utah vote for any- 
thing that was not right because he was influenced by money. Senator 
Stanford, the president of the Central Pacific Railway, in his testimony 
as I have heard him before Congress, said that they never had the least 
occasion to send men to Utah to watch the legislation of Utah; their 
road was perfectly safe in our hands. He did not tell what they had to 
do in an adjoining state. I appealed to the n.anager of the Union Pacific 
on one occasion and asked him what his experience was. He said it was 
similar; that they had never had occasion to watch the legislature. The 
only thing they could find fauit with, he said, was that sometimes they 
had suits for damages, some people thinking they were damaged more 
than he thought they were. I have endeavored, when I have been talk- 
ing with leading men, to say that we have gota mission. We are going 
to change things. The introduction of moneyed influences in our politics 
is a thing that, if God gives me strength and power, I shall oppose with 
every faculty of mind and body. I have almost sworn—I never do swear 
—but I have almost sworn that while God gives me strength I will fight 
that to the very last, that there shall be no corrupt influence brought 
into our country if it can be prevented. I want to make, as one, a stand 
against it, no matter where it comes from, or by whom it is practiced. 
We have maintained a character thus far for honesty and for being above 
bribery; and this people, I know, when they are appealed to they will 
with all their might oppose the introduction of any such influence. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The question about women becoming privileged to the academical degrees has been 
under discussion in the diets of Austria and Hungary. The Emperor has now ordered 
on the recommendation of the minister of the department of education that in the future 
women shall be admitted to take part in the lectures on philosophy, medicine, and phar- 
macy in the University of Budapesth. 

The situation ‘in Turkey continues still unsettled. The statesman, Said Pasha, some 
days ago was asked by the Sultan to become Grand Viszier, and instead of accepting the 
office he sought refuge with the British Embassy, saying that so long as the Sultan was 
surrounded by corrupt officig)s and favorites, it was useless for him to attempt any efforts 
in the direction of reforms. It was impossible to induce him to leave the embassy fer sev- 
eral days, and this was accomplished after the Sultan had solemnly assured him of his{per- 
sonal safety. He is said to have asked permission for himself and family to leave Turkey. 


Some weeks ago a local newspaper reported interesting discoveries made on the north 
slope of San Miguel mountain by two mining prospectors, the discoveries comprising a 
prehistoric stone roadway, a number of mining tools and unmistakable traces of an 
ancient mining camp. The age of the roadway was indicated by the growth upon it of 
large trees. What were believed to be the dumps of one or perhaps two mines were also 
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found, and chunks of ore which carried gold and silver were picked up there. The pros- 


pectors, says the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, have been very reserved in speaking of their 
discovery. ‘They arrived a few days ago, however, and it has leaked out that it is of much 
greater interest than at first supposed. The stone-paved road was traced to a wall of 
sulid and well-executed masonry. ‘This was found to surround an inclosure now filled 
with debris but which is believed to be an uld arastra. A portion of the floor is there, 
and fragments of a crushing stone were found. Near this arastra was discovered the 
mouth of a tunnel filled with debris. This is now being cleaned out. A keystone sur- 
mounted the arch at the entrantve, and the walls are well defined, though somewhat dis- 
integrated. In the vicinity are also traceable the foundations of no less than ,nineteen 
small houses, and a flat stone, bearing an inscription which has not been deciphered, is 
thought to mark the location of a grave. It is believed that the cleaning of the tunnel 
and the pushing of the investigation into the mountain will lead to more interesting dis- 
coveries than any yet made bearing on the life of ancient man in this region. 

Among the natural wonders of the Soutb-western States of America, says the Pendleton 
East Oregonsdn, are the Superstitiuus Mountains, which loom up from the arid desert to 
the east of the Salt River Valley. ‘These mountains are so curious that, as long as 
Arizvua has been settled, the Indians would have nothing todo with them. In conse- 
quence they are full of deer, ibex, bear, and other big game. The Superstitisus Moun- 
tains rise out of the level surface of the desert like the pyramids of Egypt. On the crest 
of this unique range, and in full view of the rarefied atmosphere for an immense distance 
from the plain, are hundreds of queer figures, representing men in a!] attitudes. When 
you look first you are sure they are men, and when you tura your gaze again to them you 
are as absolutely certain of it as you can be of anything. ‘lhey represent ball throwers, 
outluoks, mere viewers of the country roundabout, men recumbent and contemplate, 
others starting on a foot race, and in every conceivable posture and position. They are 
not real blood and flesh men, however—nothing but stone sienite—yet, nothing can con- 
vince the Indians and some white men that they are not genuine. They say they are 
real mortals turned to stone, petrified by the peculiar condition of the air on the moun- 
tains. ‘his belief bas grown out of an Apache legend handed down for hundreds of 
years. They have it that an ancient chief, who had learned of the curious character of the 
Superstitious Mountains, forbade any of his people to go there. A large band, however, 
one day discovered a way to get in by a precipitous route, and finally reached the top. It 
resulted as the chief had said—they never got down alive. 

Before the law, in religion, and with regard to the moral code, men and women are in 
Burma perfectly equal. ‘he women administrate their property themselves, and when 
they marry it remains in their full possession. ‘Tho Burmese husband has no jurisdiction 
over his wife’s belongings nor over her person. She is perfectly free from the day of her 
birth. The age of the knights, who praised their women as godesses and treated them 
hke slaves, never came to Burma. No lover there composes sonnets in which woman is 
spoken of as a supernatural creature, only to look upon her as an inferior being as soon 
as he marries her. Religion in Burma has never described woman! as the cause of all 
evil, and never warned man against her devices. On the other hand, no Pope has called 
her the “‘last hope of the Church.” No mediocre literature has imbued women with 
false ideas regarding themselves, men, and the world in general. Hence they are left to 
decide for themselves what is benefiting. Married or single, all Burmese women have an 
occupation besides their home duties. Among the upper classes they look after their 
property, among the middle and lower classes they generally manage stores. Most retail 
stores are in the hands of women. As business is conducted during three hours of the 
day only, it does not interfere with their home duties. Women may, however, adopt any 
calling they please in Burma, without fear of shocking public opinion. Curiously enough 
sewing and knitting are specially male occupations, The great liberty enjoyed by the 
women of Burma enables them to extend their [views of life, and makes them |tolerant. 
They know their weakness and their strength, and reckon with them. Divorce is obtained 
very easily in Burma, but less than one of every hundred marriages is ever annulled. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1895. 


CONSTANT ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE SAINTS. 


THE experiences through which the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints has passed on several occasions have demanded of its members an 
extraordinary amount of faith, or they would have become entirely dis- 
couraged. Particularly was this the case when the persecutions in Mis- 
souri and Illinois were being relentlessly waged by the foes of the truth. 
To all human appearances entire destruction has threatened the Church 
in more than one instance, and yet in the midst of all this the most of the 
Saints have been full of courage and good cheer, feeling assured that all 
things would work together for their good. The sufferers in these tribu- 
lations may have wondered at the time why it was necessary to pass 
through them, as many of them were unconscious of having wilfully done 
anything to call down the wrath of God upon them; but when all was 
passed, they have recognized the truth of the saying, “Whom the Lord 
loveth, He chasteneth,” and further have known that those who were 
unworthy have been separated from the faithful ones. 

Unwavering confidence in the promises of the Lord through His ser- 
vants has been the mainstay of the Saints in all of their trials. When the 
Prophet Joseph Sinith and six of his brethren were in the hands of the 
mob in Missouri in 1838, after they had been sentenced to be shot, and 
there was nothing but the interposition of Heaven to prevent the carrying 
out of the sentence, the Prophet one morning said to his fellow-prisoners: 
“Be of good cheer, my brethren. The word of the Lord came to me last 
night that our lives should be given us; and that whatever else we might 
suffer during this captivity, not one of us should die.” On another occa- 
sion, when the prophet and his brother were incarcerated in Carthage 
Jail, a day or two previous to their being murdered, there was in company 
with them Elder Dan Jones. During the night the Prophet whispered to 
this man: “Are you afraid to die?” The answer was: “Has the time 
come, think you? Engaged in such a cause, I do not think that death 
would have many terrors.” Joseph replied: “You will yet see Wales 
and fulfil the mission appointed you, before you die.” 

When the army was sent out to Utah in 1857, on account of misrepre- 
sentations made to President Buchanan, whicl were satisfactorily proved 
to have been groundless, President Brigham Young and his brethren of 
the Apostles promised the Saints that inasmuch as they would strictly 
obey the counsel given them they should not be injured in the least by 


the army. 
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While John Taylor was President of the Church he received a revelation 
from the Lord calling upon all Israel to repent, and promising that they 
should receive great blessings if they would do so. In his remarks at one 
of the General Conferences, he told the Saints that a storm was coming 
over them, and they would have to prepare for it; but that after its fury 
was spent, the sunshine would appear again, and the men of the world 
would listen attentively to the message of the Gospel. 

At the Conference of the Church in October, 1893, the promise or rather 
prophecy, was made by the servants of God that “if the Saints would 
keep up their courage and faith in the Lord and use due diligence, they 
would be assisted out of their present financial difficulties without any 
loss of credit. They would also be in a better financial situation than 
they ever had been.” This latter prothise was very encouraging consider- 
ing the condition into which many of the people had been brought by the 
sudden change of financial affairs all over the United States, and to a 
greater or less extent all over the world. 

Returning now to review these promises (which are taken for illustration 
from a very large number that have been given since the Church was 
organized, and which have been just as literally fulfilled as have these) it 
will be found that not one of them has failed, so far as time has permitted 
its fulfilment. The brethren all escaped from the danger which was 
threatening them in Missouri; though some of them suffered great hard- 
ships, yet all their lives were spared. Elder Jones, who was told that he 
should see Wales, performed a faithful mission to that country, and brought 
many honest souls into the Church. The army sent to destroy the Latter- 
day Saints in 1857, instead of accomplishing its purpose, proved one of the 
greatest blessings to the Saints that could have been bestowed upon them; 
it enabled them to obtain numerous articles of which they were greatly in 
need. It also drew away from the Church several undesirable characters 
who were only awaiting a favorable opportunity to declare their enmity to 
the people of God. The storm predicted by President Taylor burst upon 
the Saints, and the history of the period from 1884-1890 needs only to be 
glanced at to show how literally the prophecy came to pass. The Saints 
were prepared for it, however, and at the end were no worse off for their 
bitter experiences. Since that time the people of the world have become 
much less prejudiced; they will listen attentively to the Gospel and there 
is now nothing like the bitter feeling that existed during that period. 
Judging by the reports that come from home, the people are gradually 
émerging from that financial distress in which they were placed when 
the promise of deliverance through faithfulness was given to them, and 
there is no doubt in the minds of those who have adhered strictly to the 
instructions given them, that they will come out all right as they were 
promised. 

The greatest promise that the entire Church has received is, perhaps, 
that which says that the kingdom of God shall never be destroyed, nor 
left to another people. Whatever difficulties have been encountered in 
the past, whether from mobs, imprisonments, armies, unfavorable legisla- 
tion, or financial] depressions; however dark the horizon may have appeared 
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in any direction, yet have the Saints been inspired with the knowledge 
that God has not forgotten them nor His promises concerning them, and 
the sunshine of His favor has burst upon them in greater splendor than it, 
shone previously. They now feel more confident, if possible, than ever 
before, that they will accomplish the work given them, and no master 
what they may have to meet in the future, they have the comforting 
assurance that their leaders will receive that inspiration and revelation 
necessary to show them the way to overcome all obstacles, and endure all 
necessary tribulations. Is it not a blessed privilege to obtain the assur- 
ance from the Lord, that there is no need to fear for Zion, for she will 
triumph over all her enemies? B. 


THE death of Patriarch Lorenzo Dow Young is announced as having 
taken place at his home in Salt Lake City, on the 21st of November. He 
was the last surviving brother of the late President Brigham Young, and 
was one of the 143 original Utah Pioneers. He was born in Smyrna, 
Chenangoa County, New York, October 19, 1807, his parents being John 
and Nabbie Howe Young. His mother died when he was between seven 
and eight years of age. He worked at different occupations until 1832, 
when he first heard preached the doctrines of the Church of which he 
afterwards became so prominent a member. He read the Book of Mor- 
mon, and was soon convinced of the divinity of Joseph Smith’s mission, 
being baptized in September, 1832. He has filled missions to various 
places, and has passed through all the experiences of the Church since that 
‘time. He wasin the the Battle of Crooked River when Elder David W. 
Patten was killed by the attacking mob. To illustrate how the pioneers 
had to struggle against the elements when they first went to Utah, it is 
related that Elder Young planted a bushel of potatoes immediately after 
locating in the valley, but they were very dry, and only a few of them 
grew. These were threatened by the frost, and to save them he construc- 
ted some small boxes out of a wagon box, and to these transferred the few 
potato vines that had come up. He had only a quart left by next spring, 
and he gave half of these away. He was the owner of the only cow in 
the pioneer camp, and consequently of the first one that was seen in Utah. 
He assisted in building the Old Fort, and erected the first house outside 
of that enclosure. He was the youngest member of his father’s family, 
which consisted of the parents, five sons and five daughters, all of whom, 
together with their wives and husbands became members of the Church, 
except his mother who, as previously stated, was dead before the Church 
was organized. The funeral services were held in the Tabernacle on Sun- 
day, November 24. Elders Franklin D. Richards, Heber J. Grant, Abra- 
ham H. Cannon, John W. Taylor, and Presidents Joseph F. Smith and 
Wilford Woodruff were the speakers. They all bore testimony to the 
integrity, honesty, and faithfulness of Elder Young, and related incidents 
of his experience illustrating these principles as exemplified in his life. 
His entire career was filled with a desire to do good, and he certainly has 
the right to be remembered, especially by the Latter-day Saints, as one of 
nature’s noblemen. 


| 
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Weisu Conrerence Nortice.—The Welsh Conference will be held at 
188 Cathays Terrace, Cathays, Cardiff, on Sunday, January 5, 1896. Meet- 
ings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


ELDER ANDREW JENSEN sends the following letter concerning his labors, 
from Auckland, New Zealand, under the date of October 30, 1895: “I 
left home on the 11th of May, 1895, on my special mission to the several 
missionary fields throughout the world, and have already visited Hawaii, 
Fiji, Tonga, and Samoa, and am now busily engaged in the Australasian 
_ Mission. 1 arrived in Auckland, New Zealand, on the 10th inst., and 
returned yesterday from my first trip among the Maoris, traveling in 
company with Elder William Gardner, the President of the Mission. 
During our trip we held two very interesting conferences, and several 
other meetings, baptized six persons, blessed four children, ordained one 
native to the Priesthood, and administered to a number of sick. There 
are sixty missionaries from Zion laboring in the Australasian Mission at 
the present time, mostly among the Maoris in New Zealand ; but some of 
them are also opening up successful missions in Sydney, Brisbane, and 
Melbourne, Australia, and three Elders and one sister are laboring in 
Tasmania. The numerical strength of the Church in Australasia is nearly 
4,000 souls, including both Europeans and Maoris. At the present time 
ten of our Elders are also laboring in the Tongan or Friendly Islands, 
twenty-three in Samow or the Navigators Islands, and twenty-three in- 
cluding six missionary sisters, in the Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands, where 
we also have a membership of nearly 5,000, organized into upwards of 80 
branches of the Church. We have no missionaries in Fiji where the 
natives are a mixture of negro and Asiatic blood. The similarity of 
language, manners, customs, color of skin, mythology, etc., of the natives 
of Hawaii, Samoa, Tonga, and New Zealand, shows almost conclusively to 
every believer in the Book of Mormon that they are one race of people and 
that they are related to the American Indians. The late Sir George Grey, 
who is the author of a splendid work on Maori mythology, and who 
gathered a very extensive and costly collection of native relics which he 
by will left as a museum now open to the public in Auckland, was of the 
same opinion. Other prominent writers have expressed the same ideas. 
It will take me about two or three months more to finish my labors in 
New Zealand. Thence I expect to visit the Society Islands, which will 
consume another two months, and then I shal] embark for Australia, and 
leave for Europe in the latter part of March or beginning of April. On 
my way through the Orient I would like to visit the branches of the 
Church in Palestine and Asia Minor. Would you kindly send me the 
address of the presiding Elder in that part of your mission and apprise 
him of my intended visit, in order that I may meet him when I come 
around. Iam enjoying my mission very much and have stood the change 
of diet, climate, exposures, voyaging, etc., very well. My health has been 
good throughout, though I have lost ten pounds in weight. May God bless 
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you, Brother Lund, in your responsible position, and may Zion prosper 
both at home and abroad is the desire of Your Brother and Friend.” 

Elder Joseph A. Buttle, President of the Leeds Conference, sends the 
following from Bradford, December 3, 1895: “We had the pleasure of 
seeing eight become one with us last Saturday, by being baptized, and 
hope to see quite a number join the Church in the near future. We have 
good meetings in all our branches and often have a sprinkling of strangers 
among the listeners. We have good times and the Saints generally feel 
very well. I am also pleased to;inform you that the Hull branch is 
improving nicely. You will observe by reports that the Saints are paying 
their tithing very well now. On Sunday a young sister came to me and 
said: ‘Brother Buttle here is one-tenth of my possessions, and from now . 
on I shal] pay one-tenth of my earnings.’ It makes one feel so well to see 
the Saints so united and attentive to their duties. I often think there is 
no work so pleasant as preaching the Gospel to those who are in darkness, 
that we may be instruments in the hands of the Lord in bringing the 
honest in heart to know the truth.” ~ 

Elder 8. O. Crosby, President of the Manchester Conference, writes from 
Patricroft, December 4, 1895: ‘“Agreeable to your request and the whis- 
perings of the Spirit I went to Tyldesley and organized the branch there 
as follows: E. Edwards, President, and James Hardman and James 
Pendlebury, Counselors. We also organized the Sunday School, and all 
the brethren feel to rejoice. Of late the Elders there have carried all the 
responsibility, and the local brethren have not worked as they will now 
that some of the load is placed on their shoulders. After meeting at 
Tyldesley, I went to Manchester and held meeting, and after it was over 
William J. Hyde came to me and requested baptism. I told him if he 
believed with all his heart and would come to the Osborne Street Baths 
on Monday night I would perform the ordinance, and he did so. One of 
his brothers joined the Church years agoand emigrated. At the appointed 
time I had the privilege of baptizing six persons. There isa good opening 
in Manchester and I think it will be wisdom to send one Elder there at 
least. Brother Arrowsmith is at Uttoxeter and reports a good opening 
there with prospects of some baptisms in the near future.” 


AUTHORITY, ANALOGICALLY CONSIDERED. 


|CONTINUED FROM PAGE 783.] 


(1) Irs Unity, or identity at all times. 

It is inconceivable that if Clement of Rome could be called to the scene 
of his labors and placed before the high altar of St. Peter’s he would 
be able to recognize the scene as that of his early labors, or know when 
to kneel, when to bow, or guess even most dimly the meaning of it all. 
One cannot but wonder where true “unity” has been manifest when one 
considers that it took two and a half centuries of furious polemical dis- 
cussion to determine the exact relation of the Son of God to the Father, 
and that for three centuries and more the question was tiercely discussed 
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as to whether Christ had more than one nature! For a much larger 
period the conception of our Savior’s redemption remained indeterminate. 

No part of the “church” carries more definite pretensions to a super- 
natural character than the “sacraments,” yet their mode of administra- 
tion and the very idea embodied in them remained undetermined for over 
a thousand years! A very notable instance of lack of unity, more than 
sufficient to invalidate the claim of its possession, occurred in the eighth 
- and ninth centuries. In the former (a.D. 742) Pope Zachary declared that 
an invocation to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, was essential to the 
validity of baptism, whilst Pope Nicholas in the latter (a. D. 858) waived 
this, and declared that the name of Christ alone must be used in the 
sacred ordinance, In fact so undeniable are these and almost innumer- 
able other instances of lack of that very unity which it is claimed the 
“church” possesses, that it was compelled to invent the theory of ‘‘devel- 
opment,” according to which the “church” reserves its judgment upon a 
doctrine, until “the contradictions and controversies of men require that 
the truth should be rescued from peril.” According to this, then, the life 
of each doctrine is sharply divided into two periods, and what is “heter- 
odox” to-day becomes “orthodox” to-morrow. Living in the former 
period you may go wrong without offence; living in the latter your 
“heterodoxy” involves perdition and youare “accursed.” In other words, 
under the very same conditions of mind and conscience, your relations to 
God are exactly reversed | 

It would certainly seem from a consideration of the foregoing that the 
claim to “identity at all times” is an impossible one to establish, for, as 
the learned Dr. Chillingworth so truthfully remarks: “I see plain with 
my own eyes that there are Popes against Popes, Councils against Coun- 
cils; some Fathers against others; the same Fathers against themselves; 
a consent of Fathers of one age against a consent of Fathers of another, 
and the Church of one age against the Church of another.” 

(2) Its SANCTITY. 

In matters of religious controversy it is always wise to refrain from 
animadversions which are liable to occasion resentful feelings, and it will 
suffice to state that the verdict of history is, undoubtedly, that whilst great 
and good men have often filled the chair of Peter, and whilst many occu- 
pants of that chair have been distinguished for their wisdom and virtue, 
still, an unfortunately Jarge number have disgraced the chair by their 
flagitiousness, rapine, acts of murder and licentiousness; or, as one writer 
rather pointedly puts it “These masters of Christian morality may reach 
their tiara through their virtues, as did many amongst them; but some- 
times also through the goodwill of their mistresses, of a Marosia or Theo- 
dora, like Sergius the Third or John the Tenth.” 

Under these distressing circumstances one can be very well pardoned 
for expressing the unhesitating opinion that it is not possible to conceive 
that God should make use of such corrupt officials as have often disgraced 
the Papal chair to be the vehicle of any divine communication to the 

uman family, nor can the claim of the second of the four “marks” be — 
seriously entertained in view of the searchlight of history. 


| 
| 
| 
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(3) Irs UNIVERSALITY or sameness of doctrine and belief. 

I think it was Cardinal Manring who wrote: “The truth of God is self- 
consistent and uniform.” It does not necessarily follow, however, from 
this, that every thing which is “self consistent and uniform” is the “truth 
of God.” There isa “consistency and uniformity” in blindness as in sight, 
in darkness as in light, where the sun never rises as where it never sets, 
and whether the “sameness” is that of error or of truth can be judged — 
only by conditions attending it. Every Buddhist and every Freemason 
can make the same boast. 

But does this “sameness” exist? From a.p. 160 when the famous con- 
troversy between Polycarp and Anicetus at Rome took place down to A.D. 
1699 when Fénélon’s Maximes des Saints was anathematized, a space of 
fifty years was never spanned without witnessing a grave dissension on 
some question ultimately decided according to the doctrine of “develop- 
ment” already referred to. Tertullian waging fierce polemics over Prax- 
ias, Athanasius over Arius, Augustine over Pelagius, Cyril over Nesto- 
rius, Hincmar over Gottschalk. The long strife between Latin and Gothic 
theology ; the yet longer between Rome and Constantinople; the swaying 
to and fro of the Eucharistic doctrine for nine centuries until, by the con- 
demnation of Berangarius in A.D. 1050, Transubstantiation won its place; 
the Albigensian cfusade; the rival schools of Scotus and Aquinas, 
Dominicans and Molinists; between Jesuit and Jansenist, and in our own 
day, Pére Hyacinth and Dollinger, all these and more that might be quoted 
offer a strange corroboration to the “sameness” that it is claimed has 
always existed in the Church ! 

(4) Irs APposTOLIcITy or exact reproduction of the Church in its Apos- 
tolic age. 

It is when we examine that which is claimed triumphantly to be the 
surest and most perfect “mark” of all, however, that we find the greatest 
amount of divergence and the least possible trace of identity. “ Apostoli- 
city,” says Manning, “denotes exact conformity with its original power, 
the mission and institution of the Apostles.” Picture the “exact conform- 
ity” of the poverty of the Apostles to the princely pomp of the Roman 
Pontiffs; the simplicity of the prayer meeting at Jerusalem, where the Son 
of God Himself was present, to the splendid scenery and stately ceremonial 
of the Roman Basilica; the fraternal unpretentiousness of the scriptural 
Apostles to the feigned humility of papa] bulls that covers an assumption 
much more than regal! Contrast the, picture drawn by Justin Martyr of 
the Sunday assembly, the reading, the exhortation of one of the brethren, 
the simple, unofficious prayer, the distribution of the symbolic*bread and 
wine, the visitation of the poor and distressed, with pontifical high mass at 
St. Peter’s. Will one see in the drama with its vestments, incense, genu- 
flections, signal-bell, wafer for the church and cup for the altar—a_repro- 
duction of that early communion? Rather will not the thought be driven 
irresistibly home to the beholder that that very object which the Apostles 
chiefly lived to destroy has found its way back into existence, with this 
difference, that it flaunts their names upon its banners and appropriates 
their sanction for its boldest claims? 
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A more close examination of the “Apostolic” mark reveals that the 
fundamental principle underlying the claim, does not consist so much in 
similarity of present to primitive observances, as in the continuity of author- 
ity—to what is known“as “Apostolic succession.” It will be necessary, 
therefore, before entering upon the next part of our subject to submit this 
question to a critica] analysis and observe what show of justification there 
is for the assumption. G. F. P. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Richmond, Cache County, has lately finished building a $6,000 schoul house, said to be 
among the finest in that County. 


A new schedule for running trains between Chicago and the Pacific Coast has been 
inaugurated by the Union Pacific Railway Company. This will shorten the time several 
hours for mail to reach Utah from the east. The first train under the new time-table 
arrived at Salt Lake City one minute ahead of schedule time, having traveled to there 
from Omaba—1032 miles—in 1763 minutes. 


A Pittsburg, Pa., firm which is in the business of manufacturing stoves and furnaces, 
has written to the Salt Lake City Chamber of Commerce, inquiring in relation tv the 
advantages that place might offer for putting up a plant to manufacture those articles, 
The company thinks of locating somewheres in the West, with the idea that a great deal 
of expense will be saved in freight charges and in other directions. It would no doubt be a 
great benefit to Utah to have such an establishment, and efforts will very likely be made 
to secure it. 

Word has been sent from Mexico that Christopher B. Heaton was shot and killed 
while trying to capture some thieves on November 12. He had been manufacturing 
molasses, some of which was stolen; just before leaving the mill after the season’s work 
one of the stolen barrels was discovered hidden away, and it was thought that by watch- 
ing this the thieves could be caught and the other barrels found. It was while under- 
taking this that Elder Heaton was shot. He was alone at the time and consequently the 
full particulars of the occurrence can be given_only by those who perpetrated the deed. 
The murderers were afterwards captured through the prompt action of the Mexican 
officers. The deceased was formerly a Utah man, having lived in Payson and Orderville. 
He was born in Wilsden, near London in 1852, and emigrated when four years old. He 
was the first Counselor to the Bishop of Pacheco Ward, Mexico, at the time of his death. 


The Provo correspondent of the Deseret News says: ‘‘There is every indication that 
the discovery of coal near Provo last spring, and the subsequent work done on several 
claims, will result in opening up an inexhaustible field of bard coal, which will take the place 
of anthracite heretofore imported from Pennsylvania and Colorado, and possibly supplant 
coke for smelting iron and other ores. At any rate it promises to furnish what Utah has 
not yet had developed—suitable fuel for iron-works. Croppings have been found for a 
distance of twelve or fifteen miles. ‘The mine upon which most work is being done is 
about seven miles north-east of Provo. There are several tons of coal on the dump ready 
to be hauled down as soon as freezing weather sets in. A small lot of coal has been 
brought down and disposed of, which has created a sufficient demand to employ all the 
men who cau work to advantage all winter. A Mr. Ward who has worked for years in 
the coal mines in Wales says it is similar to a variety of coal mined in Wales known as 
‘main hard.’ This is used, without coking, in the iron and steel blast furnaces in 
England. There are a number at work developing claims, and if the coal proves suitable 
for smelting purposes, with the unlimited deposits of iron ore in Tintic, Provo may 
reasonably expect to become the Pittsburg of the west before many years.” 
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